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Meeting Note: ITA Examiners Conference 29 May 2011
Venue:
Murrintown Community Centre

What is the black belt a measure of?
The black belt is understood to symbolise many things including but not limited to; proficiency in the technical sense, ability to defend oneself, an individual who exemplifies the tenets of Taekwon-Do. This being said the black belt grading must be an objective measure and will evaluate a candidates proficiency in a range of areas with a minimum standard being required to pass. It will be the club instructors responsibility to develop as best they can the character of the student.

Standard for ITA Black Belt Gradings
The weighted marking system will allow for candidates to have areas of strength and weaker areas while allowing for a balanced reckoning of their standard. The association must set the bar for the minimum acceptable level, however this should be set at an achieveable level with competition separating the good from the elite.
The marking scheme/scoring system for Black Belt Grading
Areas of the marking scheme were discussed and the scoring system demonstrated for those examiners who were not yet familiar with it. The system demonstrated was the prototype of the second Excel grading sheet. This will be finalised by Mr Byrne and circulated to the examiners panel.

How to mark the power breaking section
2 attempts will be given

There will be no deduction if the break is on the 2nd attempt

If the protocol is breached the deduction will take place in the protocol sections, the break will not be forfeit
Marking - finding a balance, tournament philosophy vs. grading philosophy
This discussion centred primarily on the marking of the pattern section and the issue of zero scores. Only if the pattern cannot be completed will a zero score be given. Candidates will be given an opportunity to repeat a pattern if a movement is ommitted, if they fail to complete the pattern or if they substitute movements or sections for others. In general examiners should be more lenient in the scoring than in competition. More generally, examiners should endeavour to score the criteria listed fully and avoid grading to the averages. If there is no error in breat control for example the full 5 marks should be given. Equally if there is consistent and significant technical errors then technical content should be heavily penalised. 
Self defense
The self defence required for black belt testing is subject to the following criteria: 

The attack must be delivered realistically

The defence must be effective
The narrator will determine the techniques for the attackers

A range of attacks must be dealt with

The ITA may develop a self defence syllabus in consultation with an appropriate expert. Candidates may not be penalised according to the philosophies of another system of self defence.

Step Sparring
The ITA Technical Committee must work to ensure that all instructors are teaching the protocols and procedures for prearranged sparring correctly, particularly in relation to 3 step sparring. Currently there are many incorrect variations being demonstrated.

Special Technique – need to specifiy heights and list of techniques
Initially the 5 competition techniques will be used although additional techniques may be specified at a later meeting. The heights set will be relative to the physique/height of the candidate.

Twimyo nomo yopcha jirugi (length) : Obstacles 50cm tall spaced the height of the individual apart

Twimyo nopi apcha busigi : Board placed at height of extended arm (fingertips)

Twimyo dollyo chagi : Target will be placed immediately above the candidates head

Twio dolmyo yopcha jirugi : Board will be at the candidates upper chest level 
Twimyo bandae dollyo chagi : Target will be placed immediately above the candidates head

Criteria for selection for Examiners Panel
Must have an up to date Plaque Number

Must have an International Instructor Certificate

Must have attended an IIC within the past 3 years

May only promote up to 3 grades below your own ie 4th to 1st, 5th to 2nd 

Hosting an ITA Black Belt grading
The Secretary General will issue the host with a list of requirements which must be met in preparing the venue for grading

Breaking materials ( Wood Vs. Breaking Boards)
Candidates may choose between wooden boards and plastic rebreakable boards

If wooden boards are chosen they must meet the following specification: 

They must have a minimum thickness of 20mm

The candidate must arrange for holders

Junior female will require 2 boards

Junior male and senior female will require 3 boards

Senior male will require 5 boards

Application process (admin) and requirements for testing
Applications must reach the Secretary General by the deadline and not after

Photographs in GIF format must accompany the applications both for the ITF database and the ITA Grading Sheet

Dress code for black belt testings
Both examiners and instructors should wear a dark 2 piece suit, tie with the appropriate colour for their dan grade, a white shirt, black shoes, black socks.

Chief Instructors of candidates testing; seating position at grading if not on panel
If instructors of grading students so choose they may request to be seated toward the front of the hall/venue

The Technical Director will choose to place the instructors at the front corner or front side of the hall depending on the size of the venue

Colour Belt Syllabus/Dan Grade Syllabus
Not discussed

Deciding who is ready to test or not and communicating this to the student and parent
A brief discussion was held relating to methods used by individual instructors to communicate this message to students in advance of colour belt tests.

AOB
Time saving measures:

An extra examiner or an examiner from the panel may be used to examine the theory section while power and special technique are being performed

Special technique can be set up in several areas of the hall to allow for quicker movement between candidates

2 or more power holders should be used to expediate the breaking section

The grading call sheet:

Should be available to candidates 2 weeks before the test and not earlier so that all techniques must be prepared and not just those on the sheet
아이리쉬 태권도 연합
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